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Alma Pearl is pleased to present Reparacion, Jhonatan Pulido’s second solo exhibition
with the gallery. The presentation includes new paintings as well as a site-specific
intervention. Building on the themes explored in his previous work, Pulido here
addresses notions of healing, restoration, and remembrance in relation to conflict and
wartime violence.

Reparacion, also the title of one of the works in the exhibition, translates as "repair"
or "reparation." Stitched together into separate sections of canvas, this piece is
Pulido's largest painting to date. The artist here reimagines the rural vernacular
architecture of his native Colombia, incorporating the style of DIY advertisements
commonly found on local walls. The stitching evokes a tradition of gendered labour
and carries powerful metaphorical implications. In the large painting Sobandero,
which translates as “healer” and often associated with ancestral knowledge, Pulido
lists ailments that can be cured—ranging from broken bones to flu-like symptoms.
Similarly, diamond-shaped symbols, a prominent motif in Pulido’s work, were
traditionally painted to invoke rain, good fortune, and bountiful harvests, echoing
indigenous and shamanistic beliefs. These symbols continue to be painted on houses
today, just as their ancestors once painted them on rock faces.

Pulido’s site-specific intervention mirrors the walls of his native region, becoming a
metaphor for a space, which is both political and deeply personal and reflects the
complex weave of human existence. Layers of paint are applied to conceal childhood
memories of tags and graffiti here re-worked through acts of sanding and scraping.

Jhonatan Pulido’s painting practice is centred on expressive mark making that draws
on an explosive colour palette. He works through a continual application of material
that produces bold fields of colour and form that interact and overlap to explore the
vibrancy of painting today alongside the evocation of memory and reparation of
trauma lodged in the past.

The exhibition is accompanied by a text written by writer and curator Tom Morton.



Jhonatan Pulido (b. 1988, Granada Meta, Colombia) is a Colombian painter based in
London. He completed his BFA at the Universidad Nacional de Colombia in 2014 and
received an MA in Painting from the Royal College of Art in 2019. Alongside his solo
exhibition Un respiro y dos parpadeos, or one breath and two blinks at Alma Pearl,
London (2023), recent group exhibitions include East Meets West in Focus, Vortic &
Untitled Art, Miami, curated by Kathy Huang (2024); Surrounders, Vortic & Untitled
Art, Miami, curated by Jungmin Cho (2024); Fast Friends, Oceans Apart, Salford,
UK (2023); and Positions, part one, Alma Pearl, London, curated by John Slyce
(2023). His work has been featured in The Art Newspaper, Elephant Magazine, and
Artsy Editorial, and has entered several collections, including the Rubell Museum, and
the Jorge M. Pérez Collection, Miami, among others.



